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Harold Shapiro, seen at the Etz Chaim Synagogue on Bacon
Street in Biddeford Friday, promises a more contemporary
celebration of the Jewish High Holidays, which begin this
week with Rosh Hashanah. (JEFF LAGASSE/Journal
Tribune)
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High holidays to be more accessible
Biddeford synagogue to use contemporary approach this season
By DINA MENDROS
Staff Writer
Published:
Tuesday, September 7, 2010 12:08 PM EDT

BIDDEFORD — Services at Congregation Etz Chaim, located on Bacon
Street, will be more “user friendly” this high holiday season, as one
member of the synagogue describes it.

Services for Rosh Hashanah, which will take place Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday, and for Yom Kippur, which will occur on Sept. 17 and 18, will
include more music, more community participation and some of the
prayers will be spoken in English, said synagogue member Beth Strassler
of Arundel.

The changes should make the services “more interesting and more
approachable,” she said.

Strassler is a cantorial student and will participate in performing more of the services, which will be led by Scott Rappaport, a
cantor from Bangor.

Congregation Etz Chaim is non-denominational, she said, but she described services as “contemporary conservative.”

The changes were established by the synagogue’s Ritual Committee, which
was started six months ago.

“We wanted to make the services the way people want,” said Strassler, as
opposed to the very traditional services that have been performed at the
synagogue. “We’re trying to make everyone more comfortable in the
synagogue and know what’s going on,” said Strassler. “We’re hoping if
they understand what’s going on, they’ll have a more personal experience
with the service.”

Arnold Shapiro, a Biddeford resident who has been president of
Congregation Etz Chaim for 29 years and was also a member of the Ritual
Committee, said after members go through Hebrew School as youths, they
often lose their knowledge of the language. That’s one reason he favored
using more English in the services.

The membership was once large, said Shapiro, but had dwindled to about
20 members several decades ago. But, he said, with the help of Beth
Strassler and her husband David, membership has grown to about 130 people.

The growth process has been a long one, he said, “but well worth it.”

“We’re trying to collect new members,” said Shapiro. He noted, however, “We don’t proselytize.”

“We’re convenient, we’re here, we invite everyone,” said Shapiro.

Rosh Hashanah means “head of the year” in Hebrew, and is the celebration of the Jewish new year, said Strassler. It’s the
time of year when followers of the Jewish faith are supposed to reflect on the past year, she said, “on what you did well and
what you did not so well.” Yom Kippur is the “day of atonement,” and is set aside to atone for sins of the year past.

Congregation Etz Chaim is located at 36 Bacon St. in Biddeford. Services for Rosh Hashanah will take place on Wednesday at
7 p.m., Thursday at 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. and Friday at 9:30 a.m. For more information, call 967-5833 or visit
the temple’s website at www.etzchaimme.org.

— Staff Writer Dina Mendros can be contacted at 282-1535, Ext. 324 or dmendros@journaltribune.com.

Share this Article

      

 
Sanford boy charged, taken into custody on alleged school threat  

Reader Comments
The following are comments from the readers. In no way do they represent the view of journaltribune.com.

Submit a Comment
We encourage your feedback and dialog, all  comments will be reviewed by our Web staff before appearing on the Web site.
Name:

Email:
(optional) 
Comments:

Image Verification: (Case sensitive)

   Post Comment

Return to: News « | Home « | Top of Page ^

 Today's Weather

Biddeford, ME

 

 

 Go

 Popular Searches

Port Lobster Company
Fresh Seafood in
Kennebunkport for 55
years!
122 Ocean Ave
Kennebunkport, ME
(207) 967-2081

Saco Valley Credit
Union
You Can Count On Us For
All Your Savings &
Lending Needs
312 Main Street
Saco, ME
(207) 282-6169

Welch's Hardware &
Lumber
3 generation in the store
373 Carlbroggi Highway
Lebannon, ME
(207) 457-1106

More Enhanced Listings >>

Sections
- Homepage
- News
- Editorial
- Sports
- Weather
- Community
- Classifieds
- Yellow Pages

Online Features 
- Calendar
- Health
- Entertainment
- Online Photo Gallery 
- Special Sections
- Syndicated Features
- Search Archives

Services
- About Us 
- Advertise on Our Site 
- Contact Us 
- Make us your Home Page 
- Online Forms 
- E-mail Updates
- Subscriber Services 

  RSS Feeds - RSS is a format
set up for sharing content on the

Web. The following sections are
available as RSS feeds:

Copyright © 2010 Journal Tribune Send feedback to nickc@journaltribune.com.
All rights reserved. This material may not be broadcast, published, rewritten or redistributed without written permission.

Powered by TownNews.com

http://www.journaltribune.com/
http://www.journaltribune.com/news/
http://www.journaltribune.com/editorial/
http://www.journaltribune.com/sports/
http://www.journaltribune.com/weather/
http://www.journaltribune.com/content/current//classifieds_pdf/classifieds.pdf
http://www.journaltribune.com/community/
http://www.zwire.com/site/yp.cfm?brd=3126
http://www.journaltribune.com/death_notices/
http://adsys.townnews.com/c27504091/creative/journaltribune.com/+instory/188588-1243618564.jpg?r=http://www.vicsappliances.com/specials.nxg
http://www.journaltribune.com/?rss=editorial
http://www.journaltribune.com/?rss=news
http://www.journaltribune.com/?rss=sports
http://www.journaltribune.com/
http://www.journaltribune.com/archives/
http://www.journaltribune.com/articles/2010/09/07/news/doc4c864ed591b43739493994.prt
http://www.journaltribune.com/articles/2010/09/07/news/doc4c864ed591b43739493994.eml
http://www.journaltribune.com/articles/2010/09/07/news/doc4c864ed591b43739493994.txt#comment
http://www.journaltribune.com/articles/2010/09/07/news/doc4c864ed591b43739493994.txt#share
javascript:eventFaceSmaller()
javascript:eventFaceLarger()
http://www.etzchaimme.org/
mailto:dmendros@journaltribune.com
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journaltribune.com%2Farticles%2F2010%2F09%2F07%2Fnews%2Fdoc4c864ed591b43739493994.txt
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journaltribune.com%2Farticles%2F2010%2F09%2F07%2Fnews%2Fdoc4c864ed591b43739493994.txt
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journaltribune.com%2Farticles%2F2010%2F09%2F07%2Fnews%2Fdoc4c864ed591b43739493994.txt
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journaltribune.com%2Farticles%2F2010%2F09%2F07%2Fnews%2Fdoc4c864ed591b43739493994.txt
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journaltribune.com%2Farticles%2F2010%2F09%2F07%2Fnews%2Fdoc4c864ed591b43739493994.txt
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?t=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journaltribune.com%2Farticles%2F2010%2F09%2F07%2Fnews%2Fdoc4c864ed591b43739493994.txt
http://technorati.com/cosmos/search.html?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.journaltribune.com%2Farticles%2F2010%2F09%2F07%2Fnews%2Fdoc4c864ed591b43739493994.txt
http://www.journaltribune.com/articles/2010/09/07/news/doc4c819f2bcd58f536065817.txt
http://www.journaltribune.com/articles/2010/09/07/news/doc4c819f2bcd58f536065817.txt
http://www.journaltribune.com/articles/2010/09/07/news/
http://www.journaltribune.com/
http://www.journaltribune.com/articles/2010/09/07/news/doc4c864ed591b43739493994.txt#top
http://www.journaltribune.com/weather/
javascript:toggleDisplay('pgmenu')
http://www.zwire.com/site/yp.cfm?ENH=34238&pag=1014&BRD=3126
http://www.zwire.com/site/yp.cfm?ENH=34235&pag=1014&BRD=3126
http://www.zwire.com/site/yp.cfm?ENH=34304&pag=1014&BRD=3126
http://www.zwire.com/site/yp.cfm?brd=3126&pag=1012&showenh=y
http://www.journaltribune.com/
http://www.journaltribune.com/news/
http://www.journaltribune.com/editorial/
http://www.journaltribune.com/sports/
http://www.journaltribune.com/weather/
http://www.journaltribune.com/community/
http://www.journaltribune.com/content/current//classifieds_pdf/classifieds.pdf
http://www.zwire.com/site/yp.cfm?brd=3126
http://www.journaltribune.com/calendar/
http://www.journaltribune.com/health/
http://www.journaltribune.com/frameset.html?http://entertainment.townnews.com
http://www.journaltribune.com/gallery/
http://www.journaltribune.com/special_edition_index/
http://www.journaltribune.com/syndicated_features/
http://www.journaltribune.com/archives/
http://www.journaltribune.com/our_newspaper/about_us/
http://www.journaltribune.com/our_newspaper/advertise/
http://www.journaltribune.com/our_newspaper/contact_us/
http://www.journaltribune.com/our_newspaper/make_us_your_home_page/
http://www.journaltribune.com/forms/
javascript:void(0)
https://secure.townnews.com/journaltribune.com/subscriber_services/
http://www.journaltribune.com/rss/
mailto:nickc@journaltribune.com
http://www.townnews.com/

